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Amendments to the Claims: 

Please amend the claims as shown in the Listing of Claims below. This Listing of Claims 
will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

Listing of Chums; 

1. (Currently Amended) An image formation apparatus for forming images on sheets fed 
t rt a t t h ee t feeding inte rval from a sheet supplying device positioned rel ative detach ahly 
mouniable to the image formation apparatus, said image formation apparatus comprising: 

a sheet transporting unit transporting said sheets fed from said sheet supplying device; 

an image formation unit forming images on s aid she e ts transported by uuid nhoct 
transporting unit a transfer member : and 

a tr ansfer unit transferring the image on the transfer member onto th e sheet: and 

a receiving unit r e c e iving informa tion on mud sheet feeding interval from said sh e et 

a control unit settinn a sheet transporting interval in the sheet transporting unit based on 
sheet interval informat io n according to an amount of sheets in the sheet feeding unil 

wherein wiid sh e et transporting un it, • respo nsive to said information on said uhoet feeding 
interval, 4ra nflportn said sheets at said 3hcct feeding interval 

wherein the control unit sets a n image forming interval on the transfer m ember according 
to the sheet i nterval information. 

2. (Currently Amended) An image formation apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein 
the sheet interval information on the ahuut loading int e rval includes information on number of 
sheets remaining in the sheet supplying device. 

3. (Currently Amended) An image formation apparatus according to Claim 2, wherein in 
a case where the number of sheets remaining in the sheet supplying device is greater than a 



Page -2 -of 13 



PAGE 4/15 * RCVD AT 12/21/2005 6:46:41 PM [Eastem Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:949 932 3560 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-04 



12/21/2005 18:56 FAX 949 932 3560 



CUSA IP IRVINE 



@005 



Appl, No. 10/803,626 
Reply to OA uf 9/28/05 

predetermined number of sheets, the r e ceiving control unit receives information on a first sheet 
feeding interval, and the sheet transporting unit transports the sheets at said first sheet feeding 
interval; and 

wherein in a case where the number of sheets remaining in said sheet supplying device is 
less than or equal to said predetermined number of sheets, the r e c e iving control unit receives 
information on a second sheet feeding interval longer than said first sheet feeding interval, and 
the transporting unit transports said sheets at said second sheet feeding interval. 

4. (Currently Amended) An image formation apparatus according to Claim 3, 

wherein the image formation unit eemprisesf includes a plurality of image-carrying 
members, each image-carrying member carrying one color of a plurality of color toner 
images[[;]] A 

wherein the transfer member includes an intermediate transfer member facilitating 
primary image transfer by contacting said plurality of image-carrying members for transferring 
said plurality of color toner images onto said intermediate transfer member[[;]] 1 

[fa]] wherein the transfer unit facilitating facilitates secondary image transfer by 
transferring said plurality of color toner images from said intermediate transfer member onto a 
sheet[[;]] a and 

wherein said imag e formation control unit receives information on whether a sheet 
remains in said sheet supplying device* in a case where the receiving control unit receives the 
information on the second sheet feeding interval, and responsive to said information on whether 
the sheet remains, initiates primary image transfer onto the intermediate transfer member. 

5. (Currently Amended) An image formation apparatus according to Claim 1, further 
comprising: 

a determining unit determining [[the]] a position of the sheet supplying device relative 
detachably mounted to said image formation apparatus; and 
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determined that the position of said sheet feeding device is a predetermined connection position. 

6. (Currently Amended) An image formation apparatus according lo Claim 5, wherein 
the determining unit determines a detachable mounting position of the sheet supplying device to 
said image formation apparatus, and wherein the transmission unit transmits the informa tion on 
th e sheet feeding interval signal to said sheet supplying device in the event that said determining 
unit determined that the position of said sheet feeding device is the predetermined connection 



7. (Currently Amended) An image formation method for an image formation apparatus 
and for formiim images on sheets fed from a sheet supplying device positioned relativ e th e reto 



interval , said method comprising the steps of: 

a.qucrying step of querying said sheet supplying device for a sheet interval information 
r e garding said sh e et feedin g-interval according to an amount of the sheets in the sheet feeding 
device ; 

a receivinu step of r eceiving said sheet interval information regar ding r.aid ah ee t f ee ding 
interval from said sheet supplying device in response to said querying step; 

a transporting step of transporting the sheets fed from said sheet supplying device LlatJ] 
accordinE to the sheet feeding interval info rmation received in said receiving step; [[andjj 

forming an image on the ahocta tran sported in sai d transporting st e p 

a setting step of setting an image forming interval on a transfer member based on the 
sheet i tit crv al information received in said receiving step; and 

a transferring step of transferring images on the transfer member onto the sheets 
transported in said trans porting step. 



position. 




kheets detachablv mountablc to said image formation apparatus at- 
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8. (Currently Amended) An image formation method according to Claim 7, wherein the 
sheet interval information regarding-s aid she e t feeding interval includes information on 
rem&mittg number of sheets loaded on said sheet supplying device, 

9. (Currently Amended) An image formation method according to Claim 8, wherein the 
step-ef receiving step said info rmatio n r e garding 3nid sheet feeding interval includes a ste p of 
receiving information regarding a first sheet feeding interval in a case where the remaining 
number of sheets loaded on said sheet supplying device is greater than a predetermined number 
of sheets, and a step of receiving information regarding [[to]] a second sheet feeding interval 
longer than said first sheet feeding interval in a case where the remaining number of sheets 
loaded on said sheet supplying device is less than or equal to said predetermined number of 
sheets; and 

wherein the step of transporting step said fih e eto fed from said aheot supplying device 
farther includes transporting said sheets at said first or second sheet feeding intervals responsive 
to receiving said information regarding the first or second sheet feeding intervals, respectively. 

10. (Currently Amended) An image formation method according to Claim 9, wherein the 
recei ving step of -receivin g said information r e garding said sheet feeding interval includes a step 
of receiving information regarding whether a sheet is detected on said sheet supplying 
device[[;]] a 

wherein the transfer member includes an intermediate transfer member, 
wherein the step of forming the image included: 

the method further comprising the an image transferring step of transferring a plurality of 
color toner images from a plurality of image-carrying members, each image-carrying member 
carrying one color of said plurality of color toner images, onto [[an]] the intermediate transfer 
member[[;]] A 

wherein the transferring step includes transferring said plurality of color toner images 
from said intermediate transfer member onto a sheet[[;]] A and 
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wherein subsequent to the receiving step of receiving the information regarding the 
second sheet feeding interval, said image forming step of forming the image is performed 
subsequent to said step of receiving said information r e garding detecting indicating a sheet 
loa d e d on exists in said sheet supplying device. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An image formation method according to any ono of Claims 
Claim 7 through 1 0 , further comprising the following steps: 

a determini n g step of determining |Tthc|J a position of the sheet supplying device relative 
detachablv mounted to the image formation apparatus; and 

atrans rnitting step of transporting a signal to notify the sheet in t erval information to said 
sheet supplying device when determining wh e ther that said position of the sheet supplying 
device is a predetermined position in the dcterm iningjjte p T and if ao T transmitting miid nhoct 
feeding interval to mid sh ee t supplying device. 

1 2, (Currently Amended) An image formation method according to Claim 1 1, wherein 
the determining step o f determin ing t h e position of th e sheet supplying device includes 
determining a detachable mounting position of the sheet supplying device to the image formation 
apparatus and ftirther including determining whether said detachable mounting position is the 
predetermined position, and if so, transmitting mid sh ee t f ee ding int e rval the signal to said sheet 
supplying device. 

13-21. (Canceled) 

22. (New) An image formation apparatus for forming images on sheets fed from two or 
more sheet supplying device detachably mountable to the image formation apparatus, said image 
formation apparatus comprising: 

n sheet transporting unit transporting said sheets fed from said sheet supplying device; 

an image formation unit forming image on a transfer member; 
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a transfer unit transferring the image on the transfer member onto a sheet; 
a control unit setting a sheet transporting interval in the sheet transporting unit based on a 
sheet interval information according to an amount of the sheets in the sheet feeding unit; and 

a determination unit for determining a position of the sheet supplying device, 
wherein the control unit selects whether or not to set an image forming interval on the 

Lransfer member according to the sheet interval information and determination result of the 

determination unit. 

23. (New) An image formation apparatus according to Claim 22, wherein the sheet 
interval information includes a number of sheets in the sheet supplying device. 

24. (New) An image formation apparatus according to Claim 23, wherein in a case 
where the number of sheets in the sheet supplying device is greater than a predetermined number 
of sheets, the control unit receives information relating to a lirst sheet feeding interval, and the 
sheet transporting unit transports the sheets at said first sheet feeding interval; and 

wherein in a case where the number of sheets in said sheet supplying device is less than 
or equal to said predetermined number of sheets, the control unit receives information relating to 
a second sheet feeding interval longer than said first sheet feeding interval, and the transporting 
unit transports said sheets at said second sheet feeding interval. 

25. (New) An image formation apparatus according to Claim 24, 

wherein the image formation unit includes a plurality of image carrying members, each 
image carrying member carrying one color of a plurality of color toner images, 

wherein the transfer member includes a intermediate transfer member, 

wherein the transfer member includes the intermediate transfer member facilitating 
primary image transfer by contacting said plurality of image carrying members for transferring 
said plurality of color toner images onto said intermediate transfer member, 

wherein the transfer unit facilitates secondary image transfer by transferring said plurality 
of color toner images from said intermediate transfer member onto a sheet, and 

wherein said control unit receives information on whether a sheet remains in said sheet 
supplying device, in a case where the receiving unit receives the information relating to the 
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second sheet feeding interval, and responsive to said information on whether the sheet remains, 
initiates primary image transfer onto the intermediate transfer member. 
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